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An Attitude of Gratitude                                                                            8/19/2007

1Timothy 1:12-17

Introduction:  On September 8, 1860 Lady Elgin a steamer ship crowded with passengers shipwrecked close to the shore of Lake Michigan just above the city of Evanston.  Edward Spencer a student at Garret Biblical Seminary saw a woman clinging to some wreckage and swam out through the heavy waves bringing her safely to the shore.  Then, he swam back and forth 16 more times during that day saving 16 more people.  After he brought the 17th person to the shore he collapsed of exhaustion.  Edward Spencer slowly recovered from exposure and exertion but never completely.  He was not able to finish seminary and lived all his life with a broken health, although he was known as a faithful Christian.  He died in California at age 81 and in a notice that he left it was mentioned that none of these 17 rescued persons ever came to thank him.

This true story teaches us how glad people are to be rescued from troubles by others and yet how ignorant in showing gratitude afterwards.

A soldier in the American Third Army was sent to a rest camp after a period of active service.  When he returned to his outfit, he wrote a letter to General George Patton and thanked him for the wonderful care he had received at the camp.  General Patton wrote back to him saying that for 35 years he had sought to help hundreds and hundreds of other soldiers find comfort and rest and yet no one wrote to thank him.  Out of hundreds of soldiers helped only one said, “Thank you.”
Again this shows how quick to ask and receive people are and yet how slow to say, “Thank you.”

Now these two stories tell us about persons not showing gratitude to other persons that rescued or helped them, how about us as Christians believers and our heavenly Father?  Do we always have an attitude of gratitude to our Divine Maker and Supplier of all our needs?  Not always.  We like many others are ignorant or slow in showing gratitude to our heavenly Father for everything He helps us with.  Luke tells us in ch. 17 of his gospel that one-day, ten lepers cried to Jesus for help and asked Him to heal them, and Jesus out of love and compassion healed them.  And yet out of 10 only 1 came back to Jesus to thank him.

True Christian believers will have a permanent attitude of gratitude toward God.  Expressing thanksgiving toward our Heavenly Father is the result of a sincere and genuinely faithful heart.  We see this attitude expressed by different faithful persons in the Bible.  After Moses and the people of Israel crossed the sea that God parted for them Moses led the people in a song of thanksgiving.  And that immediately after they crossed safely on the other shore, not that night or the next morning or later.  Next we read in Exodus 15:20 that Miriam, Aaron and Moses’ sister, took a tambourine and began to dance and sing a song of thanksgiving and all the women followed her in singing and dancing.  In the book of Judges ch.5 we read that Deborah the prophetess, judge and military commander of Israel and Barak another military leader sang a song of thanksgiving after God gave them victory against the Canaanites.  Many of the psalms that king David wrote are prayers and songs through which David continuously expresses his thanksgiving toward God:

Psalm 7:17, “I will give to the Lord the thanks due to his righteousness and sing praise to the name of the Lord, Most High.”  

Psalm 30:11-12, “You have turned my mourning into dancing; and have taken off my sackcloth and clothe me with joy, so that my soul may praise you and not be silent.  O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.”   

Psalms 105, 106, 107 begin with the verse, “O give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 

In the New Testament when we read about Jesus praying to God and asking God for something, he always begins his prayer thanking God thus showing an attitude of constant gratitude.  Paul the Apostle followed this example of Jesus.  If you read his epistles almost all of them have a section of thanksgiving, usually in the first chapter after his introduction and salutation.  First, Paul introduces himself as a servant and apostle of the Lord and then he mentions how he constantly thanks God for his ministry, for his churches, and for other things God did in his life.

Even here in his letters to Timothy which he wrote to help the young minister deal with different theological and practical issues in his church, Apostle Paul does not refrain from telling Timothy how thankful he is for everything God has done in his life.  I would like this morning to look together at this section in 1Timothy 1 where Paul mentions several major reasons for showing gratitude to God on a continuous basis.  What shall we thank God for?  Well for everything.  It is true that we should thank God for everything, for fulfilling our needs and taking care of us, but not only that.  I would like us to notice this morning more deeper and more spiritual reasons to be grateful to God that  Paul mentions here:

1. Strength.

First, Paul thanks God for strength.  He says in v.12, “I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthen me…” For Paul, God was his source of strength and that was a major reason to be grateful.  Now we know that God has not always strengthened Paul from a physical point of view.  In fact while the Apostle healed many of their physical illnesses when he asked God to heal him of his physical illness God said, “No.  I am not going to heal the thorn from your flesh but I am going to keep you strong and give you the necessary strength to serve me.”  So while Paul was not completely a healthy person, while he still suffered in his flesh God gave him the strength and power necessary to serve him and continue preaching the good news of the gospel to the Gentiles.  So physically Paul might have been a feeble person yet spiritually he was a giant, he was strong and powerful.  He went in three major missionary journeys enduring all kinds of trials and hardships, and yet fulfilling great works for God and with God.  God’s strength was always provided for Paul as he served God, and for that reason he was deeply grateful.  

Listen, none of us here in this church is perfectly healthy and no Christian in no other church is perfectly healthy.  Our bodies are wearing out every day, yet the way we are physically, God can use us in tremendous ways if we want.  That is the power and might of our God, he can use feeble and fragile persons for mighty works, if we want to serve.  He will provide all the spiritual motivation and physical strength that we need for fulfilling His call in our lives.  And for that we should be continually thankful.

Illustration:  David Ring is a great evangelist of our times.  Since 1970 God has used David Ring to motivate thousands and thousands of believers to serve God and unbelievers to give their lives to Jesus.  David however is very broken physically as he suffers from cerebral palsy.  He cannot walk very well and not even talk very well and yet the strength of God is visible in Him. 

God has always provided for us and will always provide the strength we need to serve Him, and we should be always thankful for that.  Isaiah says about God that “He gives power to the faint and strengthens the powerless” (40:29).    

2. Scrutiny.

The second major reason for which Paul had an attitude of gratitude is scrutiny.  What I mean by scrutiny here is God’s examination.  God scrutinizes us, He examines our hearts to see how faithful we are, and what is essential at this point is that He lets us know of His appraisal.  Paul says here, “I am grateful to God not only for his strength in my life but also for he judged me faithful…” God judged Paul faithful and God looks into the heart of every human being to see how faithful that person is.

Psalm 11:4-5 says, “The Lord is in His Holy Temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven.  His eyes behold, his gaze examines humankind.  The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked.” 

Jeremiah 17:10 says, “I the Lord test the mind and searched the heart to give to all according to their ways, according to the fruit of their doings.”

This is a very essential and encouraging faith principle.  I am really thankful to God for knowing that it is He who judges me and tests my heart and mind.  See people might judge me right when I am wrong or wrong when I am right but God will always judge correctly.  Furthermore God will always let me know what is good and righteous in me and what is wrong and not only that but He will help me grow in righteousness and correct the wickedness.  We should really be thankful to God for being constantly interested in us.  See I don’t want to have a God who is silent or distant, I want to serve a God who examines me closely every day.  It is very discouraging and perplexing to believe in a god that is distant and mysterious never knowing what that god’s opinion and appraisal of his worshippers is and most of the world’s religions are worshiping mysterious gods, which of course are false gods anyway.  

I like a lot the episode with Elijah and the prophets of Baal when they competed one against the other.  Elijah build that altar and surrounded it by a trench filled with water and then told the worshippers of Baal, “Now call on your god to send fire from heaven,” and for several hours they cried and shouted and did all kinds of things yet nothing happened.  And Elijah said, “Shout louder maybe he doesn’t hear well, or maybe he is sleeping, or maybe he took a vacation.”  Yet when Elijah called on God the fire of the Lord struck down form heaven and consumed the altar.

We serve the only true and living God who is constantly interested in us, even when he seems distant to us, He is there seeing, hearing, and knowing everything and that is very encouraging to me.  I want God to examine me and let me know if I am faithful in His eyes or not, what is positive and righteous in my life and what is not and how I can be changed.  As Paul says here that is what God would certainly do.  And that’s a great reason to be thankful for.

3. Service.

The third reason for having a song of thanksgiving on your lips every day is service.  Paul says here “Christ Jesus our Lord not only strengthened me and judged me faithful but also he appointed me to his service.”  Our Heavenly Father called each one of us to serve Him and His church.  He appointed us to spread the good news of the gospel and build His church.  Three things we need to understand at this point:

First, we have been given the greatest honor in the world to be coworkers with God.  There is no other call or ministry more honorable and important that we can fulfill on this earth than serving God and His church.

Second, fulfilling God’s call is not a job or profession, but a call from God Almighty Himself.  So don’t take it lightly.  Don’t think we are running a business here or doing just another job, we have been appointed by God to fulfill the greatest call ever and we should do it sacrificially and devotionally.  

Third, we have been appointed to fulfill the greatest call and yes it requires true sacrifice and devotion but it will bring great rewards too.  For every small or big service rendered to God we will receive a great reward here on earth as well as in heaven.  Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age-houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions and in the age to come eternal life” (Mark 10:29-30).

Illustration:  I remember when I started attending church with my mother I was some how afraid I will lose my friends.  And in a way that happened, when they found out I was a Christian attending an Evangelical church many of them did not want to be associated with me anymore.  It was dangerous to have a Christian friend in a communist society, so they avoided me.  Yet God blessed me with many more other friends at the church.  The youth group surrounded me with love and friendship, and I was having now many more friends than before.  And these were true friends. 

So God will never have you lose something for Him without Him giving it back to you twofold, threefold, and even a hundredfold as Jesus says here.  You heard the well-known saying, “One can never out-give God.” 

We like Paul the Apostle have been called to serve God and I am so encouraged lately to see that God rewards our efforts.  We planted seeds for His kingdom and He is making them grow.  With the selling of the other church building the plan of building a new one here and growing as a church is becoming more and more a reality.  We see the goodness of God toward us, this means He has judged us faithful and wants us to serve Him.  On our side however we should show an attitude of gratitude.  Constantly, every day we should set aside special time for singing God a song of thanksgiving.  Also we should remain faithful, united, and devoted to continue his work.

4. Salvation.

A fourth reason for giving God thanksgiving is salvation. This shows how much God loves us.  In v.13-15 Paul reminds Timothy how in the past he was a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of violence.  He was living in sin and that life-style was taking him to eternal damnation.  Yet God in His mercy saved Paul.  God brought Paul to the point of seeing his need for salvation and helped him experienced it.  God did that for you and me one day in our lives.  We were all sinners going to eternal destruction, yet God in His mercy revealed to you and me and helped us repent and experience salvation through His Son Jesus Christ.  For this we should forever be thankful to God.  No deeper love, grace, and mercy, could have God shown to us other than saving us from under the bondage and punishment of sin.

Romans 5:8 says, “But God proves His love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.”  

Why shall we be thankful to God for?  Why shall we have an attitude of constant gratitude?  For God supplying all our needs? Yes we should but He will do it anyway.  By virtue of being our heavenly Father God will take care of us, not only of us, but the unsaved people too.  The Bible says that God pours His rain over both the righteous and the wicked when it comes to daily needs.  What separates us from the unsaved people is that we experienced the deepest love God can show a human person and that is giving everything in order for that person to be saved.  If you and I don’t realize the depth of God’s love shown in our salvation and don’t thank Him for it constantly than we don’t thank Him at all.  The number one reason for having gratitude in our hearts toward God is for our salvation made possible by Jesus on the cross of Golgotha.              

5. Scope.  

The last reason for showing God our gratitude that Paul mentions here is scope.  First strength, second scrutiny, third service, fourth salvation, and fifth scope.  What I mean by scope is a definite goal or purpose that God has for you and me.  Listen to what Paul says in v. 16, “But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life.”  

God saved Paul the Apostle, strengthened him and found him faithful, appointed him to serve in ministry and had for him a definite scope or purpose and that was to make him an example of faith for the unbelievers.  When non-Christians were to look at Paul and his life-style they were to see an example of faith, love, and mercy.  Jesus showed Paul patience and mercy and Paul was to show the same patience and mercy to others especially toward those who needed salvation. 

That is God’s purpose for you and me too.  He wants us to be examples of faith, love, and mercy for those around us, in our family, church, and community.  And if we fulfill this meaning in life that God has for us, we will be indeed useful persons.  We will be faithful followers of Jesus representing Him for others and helping others experience Jesus love and mercy.

Illustration:  A professor from Asbury Seminary told us once about his daughter who graduated with an education major and applied for a teaching job at several public schools in Oregon.  All the schools she applied at told her they didn’t have any openings except one school.  That school  hired her to teach a fourth grade class yet after her first day she wanted to quit.  Her students were the most disobedient, noisy, and academically problematic kids from all 4th grades.  In fact she found out later that when the school received her application what the principal did was to take the worst kids from all 4th grades and make a new class and hired her to be the teacher of that class so that the older teachers would not complain anymore.  So she wanted to quit but before that she called her mom and dad and they said, “Give it more time, let’s pray together about it, and don’t forget you have Jesus with you, maybe there is a reason for you being there.”  She said, “Ok I will give it more time.”  Then that night before she prayed she opened the Bible and read several passages and one of them was this verse here in 1Timothy 1:16, “I received mercy so that in me, as foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience making me an example to those who would come to believe in him.”  She said that this verse pierced her heart.  It was like God told her exactly what to do with these bad kids.  She was to be patient with them, and show them love and mercy.  At the end of the year her class was as good and well behaved as all the other classes. 

That is what Jesus wants to use us for, the transformation of others, those in our families and communities, Jesus wants to transform others and help them experience salvation and the way He does it is to make us examples for them.  Examples of deep and true patience, love and mercy.  We are Jesus’ agents of change and He uses us to change others when we are willing to let his love and mercy flow through us.  We should praise Jesus and be thankful to Him for this wonderful purpose that he fulfills in us and through us.  

God has been faithful to us, and He has judged us faithful as a church and individually, let’s everyday sing to him a song of gratitude and thanksgiving.  Amen.    

